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University of Alberta 

Experience

 Fellowship trained surgeon

 24 AUS in women over 19 years in

 18 open

 6 robotic in last 12 months



University of Alberta 

Experience

 Indications

 ISD

 Refractory to all other options:

 Sling

 MUS

 Bulking agent

 Unwilling/unsuccessful pessary
management



University of Alberta 

Experience

 Outcomes:

 Dry 21

 Improved 2

 Failed 1

 3 explants:

 1 device failure

 2 erosions



Open vs Robotic

 Open approach:

 Lower midline incision

 Take down all prior suspensions

 Incise endopelvic fascia

 Blind dissection behind bladder neck

 Cystoscopic confirmation of urethral integity

 Cuff passage with indwelling 16F foley

 Labial/abdominal wall control pump placement



Open vs Robotic

 Robotic approach

 4 arms + camera

 Drop bladder

 Take down prior suspensions

 Bladder neck dissection direct vision, 
ProGrasp forceps

 Cysto confirmation of urethral integrity

 Cuff plugged, dropped into abdomen

 Superficial connections



















Bottom Line

 Excellent option for refractory ISD

 Robotic approach may make more 

palatable

 European experience is supportive


